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RESOLUTION

Relntivo to an amendment of the Constitution.

Resolved by the -Senate and ]tense of Representatives of the Common-
wcalth of Pennsylvania in General ./issembly net, That the Constitu-
tion of this Commonwealth be amended in the second section of the
fifth article, so that it shall read as follows : The judges of the Supreme
Court, of the several Court of Common Pleas, and of such other courts
of record its are or shall be established by law, shall be elected by the
qualified electors of the Coinmonwealth, in the manner following, to
wit : The judges of the Supreme Court by the qualified electors of the
Commonwealth at large; the president judges of the several Courts of
Common Pleas, and of such other courts of record as are or shall be
established by law, and all other judges required to be learned in the
law, by the qualified electors of the respective districts over which they
are to preside or act as judges; and the associate judges of the Courts
of Common Pleas by the qualified electors of the counties respectively.
The judges of the Supreme Court shall hold their offices for the term
of fifteen years, if they shall so long behave themselves well (subject
to the allotment hereinafter provided for, subsequent to the first elec-
tion) ; the president judges of the several Courts of Common Pleas, and
of such other courts of record as are or shall be established by law, and
all other judges required to be learned in the law, shall hold their offices
for the term of ten years, if they shall so long behave themselves well;
the associate judges of the Courts of Conuon Pleas shall hold their
offices for the term of five years, if they shall so long behave themselves
well; all of whom shall be commissioned by the Governor, but for any
reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient grounds of impeachment,
the Governor shall remove any of them on the address of two-thirds of
each branch of the Legislature. The first election shall tal~e place at
the general election of this Commonwealth next after the adoption of
this amendment, and the commissions of all the judges who may be
then in office shall expire on the first Monday of December following,
when the terms of the new judges shall commence. The persons who
shall then be elected judges of the Supreme Court shall hold their offices
as follows: One of them for three years, one for six years, one for nine
years, one for twelve years, and one for fifteen years, the term of each
to be decided by lot by the said judges, as soon after the election as
convenient, and the result certified by them to the Governor, that the
commissions may be issued in accordance thereto. The judge whose
commission will first expire shall be chief justice during his term, and
thereafter each judge whose commission shall first expire shall in turn
be the chief justice ; and if two or more commissions shall expire on
the same day, the judges holding them shall decide by lot which shall
be the chief justice. Any vacancies happening by death, resignation,
or otherwise in any of the said courts, shall be filled by appointment
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by the Governor, to continue till the first Monday of December sue-
ceeding the next general election. The judges of the Supreme Court
and the presidents of tie several Courts of Common Picas shall, at
stated times, receive for their services an adequate compensation, to bo
fixed by law, which shall not be diminished during their continuance
in office; but they shall receive no fees or perquisites of office, nor hold
any other office of profit under this Commonwealth, or under the govern-
ment of the United States or any other State of this Union. The
judges (f the Supreme Court, during their continuance in office, shall
reside within this Commonwealth ; and the other judges during their
continuance in office shall reside within the district or county for which
they were respectively elected.

J. S. M'CALMONT,
Speaker of the Jouse of R.trescntatives.

V. BEST,
81'caker of the Seiate.

SENATE CHAMBER,
Harrisburg, January 28th, 1850.

I, Samuel W. Pearson, chief clerk of the Senate of Pennsylvania, do
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution (No. ten oi the Senate file
of the present session), entitled I Resolution relative to an aniendinut
of the Constitution,"-it being the same resolution which was agreed
to by a majority of the members elected to each house of the last Legis-
lature-after having been duly considered and discussed, was this day
agreed to by a majority of the members elected to and serving in the
Senate of' Pennsylvania at its present session, as will appear by their
votes given oi the final passage of the resolution, as follows, viz.

Those voting in favor of the passage of the resolution were, II. Jones
Brooke, J. Porter Brawley, William A. Crabb, Jonathan J. Cunning-
ham, Thoma.s S. Fernon, Thomas 1I. Forsyth, Charles Frailey, Robert
M. Friv:k, Ilenry Fulton, John W. Guernsey, William Hlaslett, Isaac
Hugus, 'Tinmothy Ives, Joshua Y. Jones, Joseph Konigmacher, George
V. Lawrence, Maxwell M'Caslin, Benjamin Malone, Benjamin Mat-
thias, Ilenry A. Muhlenberg, William F. Packer, William t. Sadler,
David Sankey, Peleg B. Savery, Conrad Shimer, Robert C. Sterret,
Daniel Stine, Farris B. Streeter, John 11. Walker, and Valentine Best,
SPeakcr.-Yeas 29.

Those voting against the passage of the resolution were, George
Darsie, Augustus Drum, and Alexamdr King.-Nays 3.

[Extract from the journal.]
SAMUEL W. PEARSON, Clerk.

IN TIE IIOUSE OF REPRESE rATIVES,

11/arrLsbury, MAarch 14th, 1850.

T, Williama Jack, chief clerk of the House of Representatives of Penn-
sylvania, do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution (No. ten on
the Senate file, and No. two hundred and eleven on the House journal
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of the present session), entitled "Resolution relative to the amendment
of the Constitution,"-it being the same resolution which was agreed
to by a majority of the members elected to each House of the last
Legislature-after having been duly considered and discussed, was this
day agreed to by a majority of the members elected to and serving in
the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania, at its present session, as
will appear by their votes given on the final passage of the resolution,
as follows, viz. :

Those voting in favor of the passage of the resolution were, John
Aeker, John Allison, William Baker, Robert Baldwin, David J. Bent,
Craig Biddle, Jeremiah Black, John S. Bowen, William Blindle, Daniel
11. B. Brower, Jesse R. Burden, John Cessna, Henry Church, John
N. Conyngham, Sylvester Cridland, Benjamin G. David, William J.
Dobbins, James P. Downer, Thomas )uncan, William Dunn, William
Espey, John C. Evans, William Evans, A. Scott Ewing, Alcxander S.
Feather, James Flowers, Benjamin P.. Fortner, Alexander Gibboney,
Thomas E. Grier, Joseph E. Griffin, Jcosuph Guffey, Jacob S. tlalde-
man, George I. Hart, Leffert Hart, John Hastings, William J. Ilemp-
hill, John IHoge, Henry Hluplet, Lewis Hlerford, Washigton J. Jack-
son, Nicholas Jones, John W. Killinger, Charles E. Kinkead, Robert
Klotz, Harrison P. Laird, Morris Leech, Jonathan D. Let, Anson
Leonard, James J. Lewis, Henry Little, Jonas R. M'Cliutock, John
F. M'Culloeh, Alexander C. M'Curdy, John M'Laughlin, John M'Lean,
Samuel Marx, John B. Meek, Michael Meyers, John Miller, Joseph
C. Molloy, John D. Morris, William T. Morison, Ezekiel Mowry, Ed-
ward Nickleson, Jacob Nissly, Charles O'Neil, John B. Packer, Joseph
C. Powell, James C. Reid, John S. Rhey, Lewis Roberts, Samuel Rob-
inson, John B. Rutherford, Glenni W. Seofield, Tlomnas C. Scouller,
William Shaffner, Richard Simpson, Eli Slifer, William Smith, William
A. Smith, Daniel 51. Smnyser, William 11. Souder, Thomas C. Steel,
David Steward, Charles Stokwell, Edwin C. Trone, Andrew Wade,
Robert C. Walker, Thomas Watson, Sidney B. Wells, Hiram A. Wil-
liams, Daniel Zerbey, and John S. M'Calmont, 81peaker.-Yeas 87.

Those voting against the passage of the resolution were, Augustus
K. Cornyn, David Evans, and James M. Porter.-Nays 3.

[Extract from the journal.]
WILLIAM JACK, Clerk.

SECRETARY'S OFFICE.

Filed March 15th, 1850.
A. W. BENEDICT,

De . Secretary of Commonwcalth.


